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Music by Steven Cheslik-deMeyer and Alan Stevens Hewitt  
Lyrics by Steven Cheslik-deMeyer and Tim Maner  

Book by Tim Maner  
Additional Music by Tim Maner  

Additional Lyrics by Alan Stevens Hewitt  
Based on an original concept by Steven Cheslik-deMeyer and Tim Maner 

Orchestrations by Alan Stevens Hewitt  

Directed by Anna Maria High    
 Music Direction by Heather Holt Hall 

Choreography by Abby McInerney 
Stage Managed by Katie Liguori  
Lighting Design by Brian Miller 

Sound Design by Sam Morin 
Dane Captain Abigail Kochevar 

Scenic Design & Artistry by River Hetzel  
Scenic Concept & Construction by Keith Rabin Jr. 

Costumes by Jennasea Pearce & Alterations by Laura High 
Props by Katie Liguori & Molly Spain 

Run Crew Jessica Zamurut

THE BAND 
Dustin Arndt (Percussion), Eleanor Dunlap (Bass), Heather Holt Hall (Keys), 

Aaron Szindler (Guitar), Stephen Weidner (Cello & Waterphone) 

LIZZIE has been developed with the assistance of tiny mythic theatre company, HERE arts center, Took An Axe 
Productions (Hillary Richard & Peter McCabe), Brisa Trinchero/Corey Brunish (Make Musicals) and Van Dean/

Kenny Howard (Broadway Consortium). LIZZIE was presented at the National Alliance for Musical Theatre’s Festival 
of New Musicals in 2010 and further developed by Village Theatre, Issaquah, Washington (Robb Hunt, Executive 

Producer • Steve Tomkins, Artistic Director). LIZZIE was produced by Theatre Under The Stars, October 2013. The 
West Coast Premiere of LIZZIE was produced by Portland Center Stage, Chris Coleman, Artistic Director. To 

purchase recordings and sheet music, or for more information, please visit: www.LizzieTheMusical.com 



Thank you all for coming to the closing production of our inaugural season. I cannot 
believe we  opened our inaugural production only two months ago and here we are 
already closing out our first season.  We couldn’t have done it without the overwhelming 
support of so many people who believe in what we are doing. 

When we were deciding what show we should pop into our season last year, I hadn't 
remembered about Lizzie. Luckily, one of our Artistic Committee members reminded me 
of this Gem. LIZZIE, that was it, the incredible hard rock musical based on the true story  of 
the Lizzie Borden Murders. Seemed like a no-brainer for an October slot!   

Well, I am so thankful that Jenna reminded us of this incredibly beautiful and intense 
show...and how appropriate that she is now also playing the title role of Lizzie.  Forge Light 
was definitely meant to be the theatre company to premiere this show in the Colorado 
region and we are so glad you are going to see it here first! I am so very thankful for this 
INCREDIBLE cast for coming together and bringing the energy, vocals and true intensity 
this show needs.  There is a very real and raw story here and you all have done it justice.  

Thanks to our tech team Brian and Sam for jumping into this crazy show  and working with 
limited resources and still pulling it all together.  River, you are a true artist and I am so 
glad we had you to color in the vision I had for the scenic design. Katie, so glad we found 
you as our Stage Manager!  You did it!  I look forward to working with you again next 
season (I hope)! Heather, I am so lucky we were reunited with this show.  As always, you 
music directed the F(&K out of this and it shows! Thanks for leading these incredible 
vocalists and this friggin’ ROCKIN’ band! Once again you have wowed me!  Thank you! 

Anna, thank you for taking this show on. I know you weren’t originally supposed to be  at 
the helm of this production alone, but you really took this work of art and made it 
everything a little Artistic Director heart could have ever desired.  Now that your directors 
feet are wet I'm excited to see what you will do next! Congratulations! You deserve all the 
acclaim that this show is sure to receive.  

Special thanks to the FLT Artistic Committee and the Board for your support and for your 
belief in this organization.  

Aaron, you are special. Thanks for joining me in this part of my journey. 

I cannot thank you (the audience) enough for supporting this new little thing we are 
forging.  Please consider making a donation as we are still so new we are ineligible for 
many grants that  most established companies are awarded. So we rely solely on your 
contributions and your attendance. A million times, thank you!  

Theatrically, 
        Keith Rabin Jr. 

  Founding Artistic Director 

Artistic Director’s Note 



Lizzie Borden. Axe murderer, 40 whacks. This is the usual response when her name is 
brought up. There is so much more to her, and the life she led. When asked to direct this 
musical, I dove in head first. All the research, the cast recording on repeat. The script felt 
new and fresh, and every time I read it I  discovered new layers and nuance. I am so 
honored to give our audiences a peek into Lizzie's twisted mind.  

This show can easily go down the road of shock and gore, but I wanted to explore the 
subtleties and quiet moments that lay within this haunting retelling. One thing that drew 
me to this show was the female only cast. Watching these humans collaborate, grow, and 
form a unique bond became my favorite part of this process.  Energy changes with only 
women on stage. Vulnerability blossoms, risks are welcomed, and a freedom washes over 
everyone like a summer rain.  

Thank you for stepping into this dark world, and taking a ride with us. I do believe if you 
open yourself up to this experience you will find the light. Thank you for supporting the 
arts and especially Forgelight Theatreworks. The world is uncertain, but art, music, and 
storytelling can be a true solace to soothe your weary soul. 

Anna Maria High 
Production Director 

Director’s Note 



Promotional Photos by Connor Voight 

Special thanks to the 
City of Westminster 
and the Westminster 
Historical Society 
for the location 
(Bowles House) 

 

 

Act One 

Forty Whacks (Prologue) - Lizzie 

The House of Borden - All 

This Is Not Love - Lizzie 

Gotta Get Out of Here - Lizzie, Alice 

If You Knew - Alice 

The Soul of the White Bird - All 

Maybe Someday - Alice 

Sweet Little Sister - Emma, Lizzie 

Shattercane and Velvet Grass- Bridget, Lizzie 

Will You Stay? - Lizzie, Alice 

Why Are All These Heads Off? - Bridget, Lizzie, Alice 

Mercury Rising - All 

Somebody Will Do Something - All 

Act Two 

The Fall of the House of Borden/”The Alibi” - Bridget 

What the F#%k Now, Lizzie? - Emma, Lizzie 

Burn the Old Thing Up - Emma, Lizzie 

Questions, Questions - All 

Will You Lie - Alice, Lizzie 

Watchmen for the Morning - Lizzie, Emma 

Maybe Someday (Reprise 1) - Lizzie 

Thirteen Days in Taunton - All 

Maybe Someday (Reprise 2) - Emma, Lizzie 

Into Your Wildest Dreams (Epilogue) - All 

Set List 



AMY E. GRAY (She/Her) (Bridget Sullivan) - Many thanks 
to Anna, Heather and Keith for the chance to perform 
with Forge Light in this amazing show, and much love 
to her fellow Lizzbians! Amy’s been seen in the Denver 
area with Miners Alley Playhouse in District 
Merchants (Jessica), The Edge’s The Nance (Joanie), 
Equinox’s I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change (Woman 
2) and will start 2022 back at Miners in Moon Over
Buffalo (Roz). After many years in the Tampa Bay area,
Amy now calls Denver home, but often heads back to
work with Jobsite Theater where she’s been an Artistic
Associate and ensemble member for the past 10+ years.
Previous Jobsite shows include Shockheaded
Peter (Mother), Meteor Shower (Laura), Silence! The

Musical (Clarice), The Threepenny Opera (Jenny Diver), Return to the 
Forbidden Planet (Miranda), Hedwig & the Angry Inch (Yitzhak), The 39 
Steps (Pamela/ Annabella/ Margaret), Cloud 9 (Maud/Victoria), and Hay 
Fever (Myra), among others. Notable shows around the Tampa Bay area 
include Straz Center productions of Disenchanted! and Boeing, Boeing, 
Asolo Rep’s pre-Broadway run of A Tale of Two Cities: A Musical, and 
American Stage’s RENT. After the year we’ve all had, Amy is thankful to 
be back on the stage doing what she loves! BA: Theater/ Vocal Performance 
minor – University of Kentucky. www.amyegray.com 

THERESA KELLAR (She/Her) (Alice Russell) - Theresa 
Kellar is excited to be working with Forge Light on 
this production of Lizzie! Theresa is a graduate of 
University of Northern Colorado and she holds a degree 
in Musical Theatre. She has worked professionally in 
her hometown of Dallas TX and Colorado. Past credits 
include Mary Magdalene in Jesus Christ Superstar (UNC), 
Nina in Simply Simone (Little Theatre of the Rockies), 
Michelle in Sister Act (LTR), Wendla in Spring 
Awakening (Uptown Players) Ali in Mamma Mia 
(Firehouse Theatre), and Alice in Lizzie (Imprint 
Theatreworks). She is so excited to revisit Alice, the 
last role she played before quarantine and now her 
first role back! Many thanks to Anna, Heather, Katie, 

and Keith for all their work and for creating a safe, kind 
working environment. Love to the wonderful cast and crew. And much 
appreciation to David, Mom, and her family. For Dad Always.   

CAST Biographies 
RIVER HETZEL (They/Them) (Scenic Design) - River is a cur-
rent design and technological theatre major at the Univer-
sity of Northern Colorado with an emphasis in scenic de-
sign. River loves working in the theatre and has really 
enjoyed bringing their ideas to life. They would like to 
thank their parents and friends for all of their support 
of their work within the arts. Also, River really loves 
birds so this show was heaven for them to work on! 

LAURA HIGH (She/Her) (Costume Alterations) - Laura 
High is a well known costumer and seamstress in The 
Metro Area. She was nominated for a Henry Award for 
her costume design for Little Women at The Aurora Fox 
Arts Center in 2015. Other costuming endeavors: The 
Wild Party, Dreamgirls, Aida, The 39 Steps  Spring 
Awakening, Pippin, Seussical, You're a Good Man Char-
lie Brown, The Sound of Music, Evita, and various Mag-
ic Moments Inc. Productions. She is a private voice and 
piano instructor in Littleton. 

Dr. Amy Osatinski (She/Her) (Intimacy Choreogra-
pher) - is an Artistic Consultant with Forge-
light Theatreworks and a Professor in the School 
of Theatre at Oklahoma City University in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma. Amy holds a Ph.D. in Theatre 
from CU Boulder. Amy is a triple threat: artist, 
scholar, and teacher, who has directed dozens of 
productions in several markets across the US in-
cluding the 2012 Denver premiere of Spring 

Awakening (Ignite Theatre) and the athletic 2019 production of Newsies at 
Theatre Cedar Rapids (Iowa). Amy has completed extensive training with 
Theatrical Intimacy Education and brings her knowledge of creating 
brave and inclusive spaces in her classroom and rehearsal room to her 
work as an intimacy choreographer/director. Amy is also a published au-
thor and theatre scholar. Her book, Disney Theatrical Productions: Pro-
ducing Broadway Musicals the Disney Way is available on Amazon. For 
more information about Dr. Osatinski and her work, check out her website 
at www.amyosatinski.com.  

http://www.amyegray.com/
http://www.amyosatinski.com/


AARON SZINDLER (He/Him) (Guitar) - Aaron is stoked to 
make his Forgelight debut. He has been playing guitar 
since he was 12 years old, thanks to the musical guid-
ance and support of his father. Usually seen onstage as 
a performer, Aaron is excited to get back to shredding 
with an awesome band. Recent credits include, The 
Drowsy Chaperone (Performance Now), Wonderland: Alice's 
Rock n' Roll Adventure (Aurora Fox), A Gentleman's 
Guide to Love and Murder (Town Hall Arts Center), A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Fo-
rum (Performance Now). Aaron likes going to the movies 
and books with spaceships in them.  

 
DUSTIN ARNDT (He/Him) (Percussion) - Dustin is a 
professional percussionist and music educator who 
specializes in musical 
theater percussion. As a performer, Dustin plays 
over 100 gigs a year with many different bands and 
theater companies. Some of his favorite shows he’s 
played are; Five Guys Named Moe, Bloody Bloody An-
drew Jackson, American Idiot, In The Heights, and 
Peter and the Starcatcher. He is a proud endorser of 
Innovative Percussion sticks and mallets. Dustin 
lives in Castle Rock with his wife Erin, twin 
daughters Molly and Lily, dog Ripley, and two very 

spoiled cats named Lumos and Nox. 
 
Eleanor Dunlap (Ms./Any Pronouns) (Bass) - Hailing 
from Kansas, Eleanor Dunlap received undergraduate 
degrees in string music education and double bass 
performance from the University of Colorado Boulder. 
Most of their time is spent teaching orchestra, gui-
tar, and ukulele to 5-12th graders in Westminster. 
Eleanor spends the hours outside of school playing 
in orchestras along the Front Range, making music 
with their band Lost in the Mail, and camping in the 
mountains.  
 
Stephen Weidner (He/Him) (Cello) - Stephen Weidner 
studied undergrad music and cello performance at 
University of Montana, Missoula. Moved to Denver to 
study at Lamont School of Music, DU. He retired as 
adjunct Professor, director of Strings, from Colorado 
School of Mines. Stephen is currently teaching pri-
vately at his studio in Evergreen and owns his own 
Piano Tuning and Repair business. 
 
 
 
 

 

BAND Biographies 

 
KATELYN KENDRICK (They/She) (Lizzie/Alice Swing) - is a 
neurodiversity-affirming behavior analyst that serves 
Autistic children in Broomfield and a disabled, 
neurodivergent Denver-area musical theatre performer. 
Katelyn has also been involved in Denver-community 
theatre actively since 2015. Previous roles include 
Veronica in Heathers: The Musical (Equinox Theatre), 
Audrey in Little Shop of Horrors (Equinox Theatre), and 
Vivienne in Legally Blonde: The Musical (Fearless 
Theatre). Katelyn is blessed to serve on the Artistic 
Committee of Forgelight Theatreworks and is deeply 
committed to ensuring anti-oppressive practices across 
the Denver theatre community. Katelyn also works 

closely with IDEA: Stages in Denver, facilitating workshops with local 
companies.  

 
ABIGAIL KOCHEVER (She/Her) (Emma Borden) - Abigail 
Kochevar (Emma) is honored to be back with Forgelight 
for Lizzie. Some of her favorite roles include Medium 
Alison (Fun Home, Miners Alley) Katherine (Newsies, 
PACE) and Cinderella (Into the Woods, Breckenridge 
Backstage.) Most recently, she was critically acclaimed 
for her portrayal of Maggie in the regional premier of 
The Noteworthy Life of Howard Barnes (Forgelight 
Theatre Works.) She would like to thank her family, both 
blood and chosen, for their constant support; and the 
patrons who support live theatre, without whom we 
couldn’t do what we do!   
 
 

 
JENNASEA PEARCE (She/Her) (Lizzie Borden) - Jennasea is 
thrilled to be a part of this incredible production! Past 
credits (Colorado): Sibella in Gentleman’s Guide (Town 
Hall & Stagedoor), Amnesia in Nunsense (Inspire 
Creative), Ensemble in 9 to 5 (Inspire Creative), Little Red 
in Into The Woods (Breckenridge Backstage). Past credits 
(SoCal): Lucy in Jekyll & Hyde, Ensemble in My Fair 
Lady (Musical Theatre West), and Eponine in Les 
Miserables. Jennasea would like to thank the creative 
team and Forge Light for this wonderful opportunity. For 
Zach and Eliza, always. 

CAST Biographies 



MOLLY SPAIN (She/Her) (Emma/Bridget Swing) - Molly 
Spain is thrilled to be making her Forge Light Debut! 
She has been performing for over a decade, and some 
favourite roles include Tiblyn in Firebringer, Mary 
Poppins in Mary Poppins and Jewish Immigrant in 
Ragtime. She wants nothing more than to be a Jane 
Austen Heroine. Check out her other Projects at Molly 
in the Stairwell and Little Foxes Theatre Company on 
Instagram! 

LEADERSHIP Biographies 
ANNA MARIA HIGH (She/Her) (Production Director) - Anna 
is a well known singer and actor across Colorado. 
Originally a classical singer, she found her niche while 
attending Metro State and participating in various 
musical theatre productions. Best known for the one 
woman show Hi Hat Hattie. You may remember her as The 
Princess Who Kissed the Frog in Disenchanted at BDT 
Stage. She gained critical acclaim for her portrayal of 
Serena in Gershwin's Porgy and Bess at the Aurora Fox. 
She is honored to be making her directorial debut with 
Forge Light Theatreworks. She assisted with staging and 
musical direction at Columbine High School 2015-2018. 
Past Acting credits: Once on this Island (Mama Euralie); 

The Color Purple (Sofia); Dreamgirls (Effie White); Chicago (Mama Morton); 
Smokey Joe's Cafe (BJ); Violet the Musical (Lula); Shrek The Musical 
(Dragon); RENT (Seasons of love soloist); Swing! (Lead Vocalist); Avenue Q 
(Gary Coleman); Ragtime (Sarah's Friend);  Jacques Brel... (Ovation nominee); 
Seussical: The Musical (Sour Kangaroo); and various Magic Moments Inc. 
productions. Infinite love to Mama, and thank you for supporting live 
theatre!! 

HEATHER HOLT HALL (She/Her) (Music Director) - Heather 

has been waiting for YEARS to be able to music 
direct Lizzie.  It is her first show with Forgelight – but she 
is no stranger to the Denver Regional Theatre scene:  Over the 
last decade, Heather has music directed and played keys in 
theatre pits for Breckenridge Backstage, BDT Stage, Candlelight 
Dinner Playhouse, Ignite Theatre, Performance Now, Vintage 
Theatre, Inspire Creative, StageDoor Theatre, The Aurora Fox, 
and Coal Creek Theatre.  Some of her favorite projects 
include Next to Normal, 35 MM, Dogfight, The Secret Garden, 
Newsies, The Toxic Avenger, The Wedding Singer, Mama Mia, and 
of course Heathers (to name a few).  Heather would like to thank 
everyone who has worked tirelessly to bring Lizzie to you – 
especially to Anna and Katie for their tireless work, the band, 
and our beautiful cast.  This show is definitely joining 

Heather’s favorite projects list!! 

CAST Biographies LEADERSHIP Biographies 
KATIE LIGUORI (She/Her) (Stage Manager) - Katie is 
extremely proud to be joining the Forge Light 
Family! After a 10-year hiatus, she is thrilled to 
be jumping back into the fast-paced world of stage 
management. Her past SM roles include The Man Who 
Came to Dinner, Arsenic and Old Lace, & Seussical 
the Musical. Katie recently moved to Golden and 
spends her free time Powerlifting, reading, 
and overthinking what to include in her bio.  

ABBY MCINERNEY (She/Her) (Choreographer) - is 
extremely excited and honored that she’s making her 
choreography debut with this dark and moving piece 
of theatre. Originally from Dubuque, Iowa, Abby 
received her bachelors degree in drama with a minor 
in vocal performance from Clarke University. She 
moved out to Denver in 2012 and has been working 
steadily as a performer ever since. Although Abby 
is primarily a actor, she was very excited for the 
chance to stretch her legs, as it were, and step into 

the role of choreographer. She wants to thank the magnificent Anna 
High, for trusting her with this huge responsibility. Abby also wants 
to thank her husband, Patrick, of 11 years and her two beautiful 
children for allowing her to leave her role of mommy and dive back 
into the world of theatre. Now sit back and enjoy 40 whacks!   

BRIAN MILLER (He/Him) (Lighting Designer) - has been 
very active as a lighting and scenic designer, 
builder and photographer in the area for more than 
twenty years. Most recently he’s been the lighting 
designer for Forge Light’s inaugural production of 
The Noteworthy Life of Howard Barnes, Technical 
Director for Sisters In Law (Theatre ‘Or), and lighting 
designer for Murderers (Bas Bleu) and One night Six 
Plays (5280 Artists Coop). Brian has won Henry 
Awards for both lighting and scenery, is a certified 
AACT Theater Adjudicator, and proudly serves as 
Treasurer on the Board of the Colorado Theatre Guild. 

Website: www.brianmiller.biz 

SAM MORIN (He/Him) (Sound Designer) - Sam Morin is a 
Sound & Projections Designer, Composer, and Sound & 
Computer Engineer who puts both sides of his brain 
to use in all his work. He is most proud of his work 
from The Laramie Project (University of Colorado 
Boulder), Discount Ghost Stories (Local Theatre 
Company), and Harvey Mainstage (Colorado Thespian 
Conference 2017). Sam takes creative and technical 
approaches to the work that he does and pushes the 
boundaries of what can be done with the given tools, 

techniques, and technology. samamorin.com 

http://www.brianmiller.biz/
https://samamorin.com/

